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●● LEFT: Outstanding Queen Mary’s College ICT student Paul Webb
receives a laptop computer from Robin Edwardes, of Basingstoke-based
printers Tally Pic by Richard Garfield

In Brief
Extinguisher excels
A SURVEY of more than 2,000 businesses in
the UK has revealed that the humble fire extin-
guisher is now responsible for extinguishing
more blazes than the fire brigade.

Results estimate that fire extinguishers save
more than £5million each year in terms of fire
service resources.

The fire extinguisher is estimated to pre-
vent 24 fire-related deaths and 1,692 fire-
related injuries a year, annually saving industry
and commerce more than £700million in
claims.

Of those fires tackled with an extinguisher,
75.3 per cent are put out without the fire
brigade having to be called.

Losses through fire are currently estimated
to cost the economy £7billion and the insur-
ance industry £700million a year.

Putting health first
HEALTH and Safety Minister Nick Brown has
urged all organisations that use hazardous
chemicals to look at ways of preventing ill
health in the workplace, including cancers, 
respiratory and skin diseases.

Dangerous Substances Week begins on
October 13 and is designed to help organisa-
tions to plan an initiative to protect workers’
health.

An estimated 6,000 people die from cancer
every year and an estimated 65,000 people
suffer from new or existing skin diseases
caused by work – around two-thirds have 
dermatitis or eczema.

In addition, 7,000 new cases of asthma 
are occupationally caused, or have work as 
a significant contributing factor, every year –
with an estimated cost over the next 10 
years of between £579million and £1,159mil-
lion.

Requests for a safety and health action pack
can be made on 0800 0850050 or by logging
on to www.hse.gov.uk/euroweek

Prompt payment
LARGE businesses have been urged to play by
the rules when it comes to paying suppliers
promptly.

Nigel Griffiths, Small Business Minister,
spoke out about large firms altering payment
terms to the detriment of small suppliers, on
the fifth anniversary of the formation of the
Better Payment Practice Group.

He said: “Large firms imposing lengthy 
payment terms hits small suppliers.

“While things have improved, late payment is
still a problem that can have a crucial impact
on the survival of small business.

“More large firms need to learn to play fair.”
The average time taken to receive payment

of invoices stands at 46 days, compared with
52 days in 1997.

The number of small businesses with written
credit terms has risen to 44 per cent – up from
26 per cent in 1996.

Eighty per cent of small firms now check the
creditworthiness of a new customer, compared
with 63 per cent in 1997.

Opposition to bill
LEADING Chambers of Commerce are warn-
ing that new company laws being proposed by
a group of MPs could damage business and
cost jobs.

The Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce
Group has joined forces with colleagues
nationwide in objecting to the draft Corporate
Responsibility Bill.

The chambers say the bill in its current 
form adds to the already heavy burden of 
red tape on business and presents a partic-
ular threat to small and medium-sized comp-
anies.

Red tape turn-off
A SURVEY by Croner, a leading provider of
business information support and advice, 
has revealed that more than half of the UK’s
HR professionals do not see themselves work-
ing in the industry in 10 years time – due to 
red tape.

The research showed that 55 per cent of
current professionals were not prepared to
commit to a future in the sector, which is 
potential bad news for the industry.

Vermont’s latest
ROMSEY-based IT solutions company,
Vermont Systems, has supplied and installed
new IT equipment and cabling at the South-
ampton headquarters of the charity The
Society of St James.

The charity provides accommodation, care
and support for more than 500 homeless 
people in Southampton every year.

AN AWARD-WINNING Basingstoke
electronic components distributor is
to run its Young Innovator of the
Year Competition again – but this
year it will be even bigger and better.

Stroudley Road-based Telecom Design
Communication (TDC) celebrated its 10th
anniversary last summer by launching the
competition.

And it was such a success – leading to the
company winning the Business in the Comm-
unity category of the 2002 Basingstoke
Business Awards – that TDC managing 
director Jerry Sandys pledged to make it an
annual event.

All schools in Hampshire and Berkshire 
are being asked to submit entries for the 2003
competition, which has the theme “Make

Machines See”.
Video cameras are now part of our lives

and new technology is allowing everyday
machines to see for the very first time. TDC
believes that by 2010, there will be video cam-
eras built into every vehicle on the road.

This year’s competition asks students to list
the number of video cameras that will be
installed on the car of the future, such as
those which help drivers to reverse and park.

Students have the task of listing as many
innovative uses as possible on two sides of A4
paper before the closing date of September 30.
All entrants must be under the age of 18 and
in full-time education.

Schools are being asked to sign up for
Young Innovator of the Year before the end of
the summer term, and the website www.td.co.
uk/competition is already open for entries.

Mr Sandys said: “With this being the 
second year of our Young Innovator Comp-
etition, we are really looking forward to the
entries.

“We were certainly impressed by last year’s
winners.

“We have also been delighted at the gener-
osity of our sponsors.”

Sponsor Siemens has donated an M50
mobile phone as a prize, NatWest Bank 
will open two accounts with £50 and Omni-
Vision – TDC’s latest franchise – will present
£200 of book vouchers to the winning school.

Information on the competition is available
from Carlie Cohen on 01256 332800 or e-mail
carlie.cohen@tdc.co.uk

Students can also e-mail Bob, TDC’s 
technical support specialist, for advice on
youngbob@tdc.co.uk

A BASINGSTOKE-based company
has set up a new award for stu-
dents at the town’s Queen Mary’s
College.

Tally printers managing director
Robin Edwardes presented the
inaugural award of a laptop and
colour printer to Paul Webb, to
help him with his university
studies.

Paul was the most outstanding
A-level ICT student.

Mr Edwardes said: “This acco-
lade is our way of encouraging
and stimulating technology 
students to progress their studies
in ICT. We hope that this great
prize will help Paul further his
pursuits at university.”

Tally has made a commitment
to sponsoring the new award 
on an annual basis. Teachers at 
the college will be asked to put 
forward the most dedicated and
outstanding technology student at
the end of each year.

The sponsorship of the award

follows a series of educational
campaigns that Tally has been
involved with in a bid to raise the
level of technology awareness
within the local education commu-
nity.

The company has recently
donated colour laser printers to
The Hurst Community School 
in recognition of its agenda to 
promote technology to students.

Tally sells into more than 60
international markets through
local distributors. Its Basingstoke
base includes a state-of-the-art
training, repair and commission-
ing centre and is the hub of its 
UK-wide service team of 20 
engineers, which boasts a first-
time fix rate of 97 per cent.

The company has been IS09001
accredited since 1991, and in 1999
achieved Investor in People status.

Its corporate customers in the
UK include Tesco, B&Q, the
Ministry of Defence, Unichem,
Kwik-Fit and HSBC bank.

SOUTHERN Water turned on
the tap to win a top accolade and
scoop a commendation at the
2003 Environment Agency
National Water Efficiency
awards.

The company took the first
prize in the Education, Comm-
unication and Engagement 
category for delivery of its 2002
Are You a Drip? and H2OK 
campaigns.

The H2OK campaign, featur-
ing Olympic swimming gold
medallist Duncan Goodhew,
involved the distribution of
100,000 information packs,
overflowing with water waste-
efficiency advice, at Tesco and
B&Q stores.

Facepack Theatre performed
its award-winning Are You a
Drip? show, using mime and
puppetry, to teach seven to 10-
year-olds at 43 schools how to
use water wisely.

David Williams, Southern
Water’s community relations
manager, said: “We are delighted
to receive this prestigious
award.

“Staff from across the comp-
any have been involved in the
campaign and this is recognition
for all their hard work.

“Using water wisely is a very
important message and all our

customers – young and old – can
take simple steps to avoid wast-
ing water at home.”

Southern Water was also 
commended in the OFWAT

Economic Research category 
for its study into a water-saving
device to reduce tap water 
consumption.

Its support company Tap-

magic began producing the
device and the research has
resulted in a Department of
Trade and Industry grant to 
continue the development.

●● Southern Water’s community relations manager David Williams and water efficiency manager
Magda Styles with their Environment Agency Efficiency Awards 2003 SP
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